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SUMMER’S HERE  TIME TO HIT THE DECK ▼
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Masterpiece:  A boxy bungalow reaches new heights

Curb appeal: Design lessons from the open road

Patio pluses: Dressing an outdoor deck to impress

Suite life: Two chicks add style to a display condo
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Because the uppermost portion of the structure is high 

compared with the grade of the property, Bakker created a 

multi-level design with various sets of stairs descending to 

the yard to break the 1,000-square-foot deck into different 

areas for lounging, dining and soaking in the built-in hot tub.

“The goal for the homeowners was to be able to 

entertain guests on this deck, around all these different 

features,” he says. “We had to consider what the dimen-

sions of the dining table, hot tub, all the different elements 

were going to be so we could design the space to allow 

people to move around comfortably … with a glass of 

wine in their hand.” ∞

Around the corner from  

the driveway, a sprawling 

backyard deck designed 

by Tom Bakker feels like a 

natural extension of the kitchen
Tom Bakker Design Ltd.

HOME MAKEOVER JUNE 2011 21

 0.02_HM10_JUNE.indd   21 5/27/11   9:58:15 AM



viewROOM WITH A 
Deconstructing a downtown 

Vancouver reno

E
ver wonder what a real renovation 

looks like, from beginning to end? 

Tom Bakker of Tom Bakker Design 

and Meridian Pacific Construction president 

Ken Gijssen take us through their latest col-

laboration – updating a 50-year-old West 

End condo – step by step. First up: the initial 

client meeting and walkthrough.

Step 1. “I met Liz Crawford at the Vancouver 

Home and Design Show; she overheard 

me saying things that she said sounded like 

music to her ears,’” says Bakker. “Soon after 

we had our first phone call about the project, 

which involved doing a renovation of her 

elderly relatives’ condo.”

The owners, he adds, had lived in the 

apartment – which was built in 1961 – for 

years; it was time to put the place up for sale. 

To do that, a major remodelling was needed.

“During that first conversation Liz said, ‘We 

need to do this renovation right. Windows 

need to be replaced. The ceilings need to 

be redone.’ We knew this was going to be a 

challenge; we had to get to work right away.”

Step 2. To better assess the project, Bakker 

needed to see the place in person. An on-

site meeting with Crawford was arranged, 

during which the client’s needs were 

brought to light.

“The reno had to be high-end in order to 

maximize profit on the sale,” he says. “There 

were large ‘wants,’ like combining the kitchen, 

living room and dining room into a single 

‘great room,’ and smaller ones, like removing 

the intercom and replacing the front door.”

Crawford also relayed her main 

requirement to Bakker: “She said, ‘Whatever 

we do, we need to make sure that we empha-

size this spectacular view of English Bay.’”

Step 3. “That first look around the apart-

ment also exposed some of the challenges 

we were going to face,” Bakker continues. 

“For instance, the age of the place meant 

we wouldn’t be able to move any of the 

plumbing around, and that this unit wouldn’t 

be able to accommodate an exhaust fan 

above the stove or range.”

IN THE WORKS

BY NOA GLOUBERMAN

Designer Tom 

Bakker (left) 

and builder Ken 

Gijssen (right) 

meet with client Liz 

Crawford on site to 

discuss her condo 

renovation.

This high-end, downtown remodel will involve combining combining kitchen, living room and dining room into a single “great room.
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The designer also realized he’d have to 

remove at least one wall to create the open 

concept desired by the client – a process 

that’s always subject to engineer approval. 

“That’s the sort of stuff that’s taken care of by 

the builder – and I knew just who to bring 

on board at that point.”

Having previously collaborated with 

Gijssen, Bakker successfully made the intro-

duction. The project was about to take off.

Step 4. Now it was Gijssen’s turn to famil-

iarize himself with the project. After con-

necting with Crawford by phone, he 

arranged to see the site for himself.

“We walked around the suite discussing 

Liz’s ideas, and I offered suggestions as they 

came to me,” he says. “The suite had an abso-

lutely stunning view, and being able to cap-

italize on that was a major consideration.”

After discussing the possibilities, Gijssen 

sensed in his client “an air of interest and 

excitement” at what could be achieved 

within the space.

“The main element of this first meeting 

always comes down to trust,” he says. 

“Getting to know each other, how we do 

business and seeing if that relationship 

starts to form with like interests, a common 

goal and feeling a level of trust and comfort 

to move on.”

Step 5. With the client’s requirements clear 

and trust established, the three – Bakker, 

IN THE WORKS

A major remodelling of this half-century-old downtown Vancouver apartment is being 

undertaken in order to maximize the home’s resale value.

Pink shower tiles in the bathroom remind 

us of a design era gone by.

After a creative brainstorming session with the client, designer Tom Bakker draws up a 

“dream list” that included items for every room in the home, like taller kitchen cabinets, 

increased pantry space, stone countertops and upgraded lighting.

Tom Bakker Design Ltd.
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“He mentioned that some of the ceilings had ‘sagged’ 

… and had to be repaired,” Gijssen says. “He also con-

nected me with another resident on the co-op board. This 

was really just the start of this and other stories that would 

shape our overall approach to this home renovation.”

Next up. In the August 2011 issue of Home Makeover, 

Bakker and Gijssen re-visit the project site to take meas-

urements and reference photos. They begin to develop a 

variety of proposed layouts – with some finishing details 

– and the challenges associated with this condo reno 

become more apparent. ∞

Gijssen and Crawford – met at the condo for a brain-

storming session.

“We all came together with a great creative energy; we 

were excited to be working together,” says Gijssen. “Lots 

of ideas came out of that meeting … Tom brought out 

different design ideas, which we all worked with, and I 

offered reflections back on how we could achieve these 

within a reasonable budget. A synergy had started to flow 

and we were really enjoying the way it was all unfolding.”

While the builder made notes on his anticipated 

challenges (conduits and wires carved into the concrete 

walls, a radiant hot-water heating system in the ceiling as 

opposed to the floor), Bakker created a “dream list” that 

included items for every room in the home: stretching 

the upper kitchen cabinets to the ceiling, more pantry 

space, sourcing granite or quartz countertops for the 

main bathroom, straightening an angled wall in the bed-

room and upgrading all of the lighting.

Step 6. Several days later, Gijssen returned to the suite 

to “open a wall and a bit of the concrete floor to check 

on possibly moving some of the plumbing lines.” Their 

hammering drew out a curious neighbour, who related 

his own experience renovating the adjacent apartment a 

few years earlier.

The client’s main 

concern for this 

reno: emphasizing 

the condo’s 

spectacular view of 

English Bay.

Aesthetics are an important component of any interior design project, but a 

professional interior designer focuses on much more than appearance. 

Designing, redesigning, or renovating an interior space involves a significant investment of time, 

money, and effort.  Hiring a professional interior designer is the best way to ensure you get value 

for your investment. 

■ Balance functionality with aesthetic considerations 

■  Help you define your needs and project goals and deliver engineered design solutions and 

specifications catered to your needs

■ Get the most from your available space

To find out more about the IDI and for a list of your local registered professional interior 

designers (RID’s) please visit our web site at idibc.org 

WHY HIRE A PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR DESIGNER?

www. IDIBC.org

REGISTERED INTERIOR DESIGN (RID) PRACTITIONERS SHARE THE BELIEF THAT DESIGN ENHANCES OUR ENVIRONMENTS AND MAKES A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO OUR LIVES.
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